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play of power politics, and the emotions of jealousy and fear are the same in all ages, Thucydides was quite right in his predictions. "But if he who desires a true picture of the events which have happened, and of the like events which may be expected to happen hereafter in the course of human things, shall pronounce what I have written to be useful, then I shall be satisfied."
The parallels are in fact uncomfortably and alarmingly exact. Athens was a democracy. It was a sea power, fighting the land power of Sparta. Will Durant expresses the situation well:
But the basic cause of the war was the growth of the Athenian Empire, and the development of Athenian control over the commercial and political life of the Jigean. Athens allowed free trade there in time of peace, but only by Imperial sufferance; no vessel might sail that sea without her consent. . . . Athens defended this domination as a vital necessity; she was dependent upon imported food, and was determined to guard the routes by which that food came. In policing the avenues of international trade Athens performed a real service to peace and prosperity in the JEgean, but the process became more and more irksome as the pride and wealth of the subject cities grew.*
She enforced extra-territoriality upon the other Greek cities; any case involving Athenians arising within the Confederacy had to be tried at Athenian courts; only Athenian justice was good enough, although no one need imagine that the Athenian jurors were internationally-minded liberals devoid of a hidden warmth for their fellow-citizens and of contempt for the aliens.
The federation on a basis of freedom and equality which was the only hope for survival of the Greek world
* Will Durant, Life of Greece, p. 439.